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The “New” Creekside News  

is an e-newsletter for, about, and by the               

Rancocas Creek Association - free to all,             

published quarterly (​January, April, July,         

October​). The Creekside News was         

previously distributed weekly (1930’s) to all           

residents free of charge - for the first copy -                   

any additional copies were sold for 2 cents               

per copy! 

 

Click to check us out on  ​Facebook​  

Or online at ​www.rancocascreek.o​rg 

Support us on ​Smile.Amazon.com 
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https://www.facebook.com/Rancocas-Creek-Association-381712025650642/?modal=admin_todo_tour
http://www.rancocascreek.org/


 

The Ornithologist Corner 

Jacob Poinsett 

Audubon Society 

 

 

Gray Catbird 

The meowing you heard may or may NOT               

be kittens roaming the forested creek bank.             

The Gray Catbird has fooled many folks with               

its cat-like meow (hence the name). Related             

to mockingbirds, the Gray Catbird also           

mimics the calls of other birds and noises it                 

hears within its deciduous forest habitat.           

Primarily migratory in most of its range, we               

are lucky to have them as year-round             

residents in the State of New Jersey. More               

commonly heard than seen, they creep           

through thick understory looking for insects           

and fruit-bearing plants while blending into           

the shadows with their gray feathers and             

black cap. To try and entice some catbirds               

to stick around your neck of the woods,               

introduce dogwoods, elderberry, or       

serviceberry to your personal creek habitat           

to provide food and nesting sites.  

 

 

Welcome to our newest       

members - Randi & Mike         

R and Anne & Richard W! 

 

 

Check out our  

 

on Facebook 

or you may have it emailed to you. (A copy                   

automatically accompanies this newsletter       

if you are receiving via email.) A great               

source of gifts for the upcoming holidays? A               

Hugh Campbell original, a crystal vase, or             

even a canoe - scroll through and see what                 

treasures await! 

Auction goes from October 1 to October 31!               

Good Luck! 
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Photo courtesy of Anita 

Enjoying the beautiful Rancocas 

 

 ​   

Ellie’s Corner 

“To me it is important not to live in a                   

throwaway society…that you respect       

what came before.” Eleanor Gesensway. 

 

The banks of the Rancocas Creek has in its                 

residents a   

remarkable 

membership of   

truly talented   

and interesting   

persons. Please   

enjoy another   

excerpt from   

Ellie’s book -     

“An Oral History     

Project: Life   

Along the North     

Branch of the     

Rancocas Creek   

between Mount   

Holly and Smithville, New Jersey”​.   

Excerpts from the interview with Anna Mae             

Gottlieb. 

Anna Mae and James T. Gottlieb married in               

1937 and moved to Mount Holly a year later.                 

The Gottlieb Family owned the food market             

and butcher shop in Camden and young             

James was elected to open a store in Mount                 

Holly on the corner of Mill and Pine. They                 

lived on High Street for a while. 

In 1940 they purchased the 20 acre creek               

property near Green Street because James           

was “an outdoor enthusiast and loved           

swimming”. “He was just crazy about the             

creek and the things they could do there.”   

“...My aunt and uncle would come down.             

They would go to the Reading Terminal             

market [in Philadelphia] and get a basket of               

crabs and we would have a great big pot                 

and have the fire set and put them all in                   

there. We’d pull out a big, flat table and put                   

newspapers on it and sit there and gorge               

ourselves on them until every piece was             

gone! [laughter] That was absolutely         

delicious. The best food you’ve ever eaten!             

[laughter] We had that and beer!” 

Their son, Myron Gottlieb (​one of the             

youngest judges ever appointed to the New             

Jersey Bench​) “...swam in it (​the Rancocas             

Creek​); ...canoed in it.” “To him, taking a girl                 

out on the creek was a good date!” 

“It was a beautiful, beautiful place….I have a               

picture of my husband paddling a canoe in               

the creek and I’m in the canoe as pregnant                 

as anybody can be.” 

“There was a great tree…(e)verybody used           

that because we always used to keep a nice                 

rope hanging from it. Everybody would           

walk up (if they canoed they had to be                 

careful where they left the canoe or it would                 

be in the way) and would swing from that                 

tree. They must have felt like Tarzan. My               
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https://charity.gofundme.com/o/en/campaign/tree-removal-fund?fbclid=IwAR10p6bU18YA2iKKlfPcsbgieLfDiBedi9zyL67z_bpquIaov5-AlhppeF0
https://charity.gofundme.com/o/en/campaign/tree-removal-fund?fbclid=IwAR10p6bU18YA2iKKlfPcsbgieLfDiBedi9zyL67z_bpquIaov5-AlhppeF0
https://charity.gofundme.com/o/en/campaign/tree-removal-fund?fbclid=IwAR10p6bU18YA2iKKlfPcsbgieLfDiBedi9zyL67z_bpquIaov5-AlhppeF0
https://charity.gofundme.com/o/en/campaign/tree-removal-fund?fbclid=IwAR10p6bU18YA2iKKlfPcsbgieLfDiBedi9zyL67z_bpquIaov5-AlhppeF0
mailto:rancocas@gmail.com

